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Thank you Mr. County Executive, Madam Treasurer, General Sachs and Governor 
O'Malley. It has been an honor to work with each of you. I deeply appreciate your 
friendship and your very kind remarks. 

Governor, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Chief Judge distinguished guests, friends, 
colleagues. 

The last time I stood on this rostrum was 28 years ago. It was sine die, the last crazy, 
tumultuous day of my first legislative session. I had been summoned by a note from 
Speaker Clay Mitchell. 

Apprehensive and excited I reported for duty. Speaker Mitchell looked at me like I'd 
lost my mind. The note was a forgery - probably by Curt Anderson or Tim Maloney. 
The Speaker probably thought I was a page and couldn't figure out why I didn't have 
his coffee. He did not invite me to say a few words. 

I sat in the last row of this chamber for 8 years - between Peter Franchot and Nancy 
Kopp— and loved every minute of it. 

I was thrilled to have a front row seat for the last few years to watch Mike Miller, the 
longest serving senate president in the history of the world. 

And I' m very happy to be here today. 

It would take me all afternoon to thank everyone who helped me, gave me good 
advice, knocked on doors, j oined in our phone banks and worked the polls. I am 
deeply in your debt. 

I must say thanks to Susie Turnbull and Jane Merkin for organizing today's events. 

I also want to introduce and thank my family. My wife Marcy was enthusiastic from 
day one. An invaluable advisor and partner and a great surrogate. 

My children Elena and Alexandra were wonderful and have been very understanding. 
They sat me down last week and gave me advice about my remarks today. They said: 
Dad, don't try to be clever. Don't try to be funny. Just be yourself. 
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My sister Wendy, like Marcy, was a surrogate for me. The two of them probably got 
more votes than I did. 

I am delighted that my mother, Judy, is here. Today is her 94th birthday. Happy 
birthday, Mom. 

I know that I am today undertaking an awesome responsibility. I am grateful to all of 
you, and to the voters of Maryland, for entrusting it to me. 

During my time in public office, I have tried to keep in mind the words of Mark Twain, 
who said: "Do the right thing. It will gratify some people, and astonish the rest." 

Guided by that thought, I look forward to the challenge that comes with the Office of 
Attorney General. To provide counsel so that all our branches of government operate 
fairly and effectively. To confront the obstacles that a complex and fast-changing 
world places in our path, and, most importantly, to be a force for fairness, for 
eguality and for justice. 

In a nation governed by the rule of law, it is the best tool we have, and it is a 
powerful instrument. 

As I look around this chamber, I see a room full of clients. It is sobering, and a little 
frightening, to have so many bosses. The Attorney General is counsel to the Governor, 
to every executive branch agency, and to the General Assembly. We write opinions 
and provide guidance. We monitor and enforce civil rights and track the 
administration of juvenile justice system. We are the people's insurance counsel, and 
the counsel to the judicial branch. We defend the state when it gets sued and bring 
suits on behalf of the state and on behalf of the people of Maryland. 

Those are awesome responsibilities, but the office is made up of talented lawyers, 
and it is up to the task. 

I promise you that I will fight to bring fairness and justice to all Marylanders. It is why 
I have spent my life in public service. 

And that endeavor has been a tradition in Maryland in the Office of Attorney General. 
The distinguished attorneys general who are here today - my predecessors - have 
shown how courageous stands help move us forward. 

Steve Sachs was the first, or one of the first, attorneys general in the country to stand 
up for the rights of mentally ill and developmentally disabled adults who were being 
warehoused in institutions in unsafe and unsanitary conditions. He also took bold 
steps to vindicate and to protect the voting rights of African- Americans in our state. 
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Joe Curran, Maryland's longest-serving attorney general, led the fight against the 
death penalty, and he held tobacco companies accountable for the damages and 
death caused by their harmful products. 

Doug Gansler led the way for same-sex marriage in Maryland, putting us at the leading 
edge of a national movement. 

Steve, Joe, Doug -- I want to thank each of you for your vision, your passion and your 
commitment to service. Maryland is a better place today because of the work that 
you have done. 

We still face many challenges. And there is still much to do. 

We've improved our crime fighting strategies. I was pleased to work with Governor 
O'Malley, to enact landmark legislation that will reduce gun violence. But too many 
families live in neighborhoods that are wracked by crime --that are dangerous to both 
the residents and to the law enforcement officers who protect them. 

Fifty years after the march on Selma, half a century after enactment the Civil Rights 
Act and the Voting Rights Act, people are still judged by the color of their skin, their 
ethnicity or the way in which they worship. We must continue to fight for the 
principles that bind our society, state and nation together: egual protection of the 
law; due process. 

Seniors, working families and even children fall prey to deceptive schemes and 
unscrupulous individuals, and our high speed, internet- driven society makes them 
ever more vulnerable. 

We are reminded how fundamental clean water and clean air are to us, to our very 
survival, when we watch next door in West Virginia as a chemical spill of a few 
thousand gallons pollutes all of the drinking water for 9 counties. Or in North 
Carolina where a spill coats the Dan River with coal ash and heavy metals for 70 
miles. 

Like those in the rest of the nation, our working families need economic growth. 
Maryland must be welcoming to business. We must create a business climate that 
creative, ambitious enterprises seek out. An important part of creating such an 
environment is that the rules are simple, clear and fair, and it is even more important 
that the players in our vibrant market understand that the rules will be enforced. 
Those who break the rules will be held accountable so that honest businesses will not 
be at a competitive disadvantage to those who cheat, pollute or deceive. 
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We must work to make our public institutions a force for good, and I strongly believe 
that the best government is an open government. 

In Maryland, we are doing a better job with government transparency than ever 
before, but we can do better. The Office of the Attorney General will be a strong 
advocate for disclosure, openness and transparency in Maryland. 



Since the global recession began in 2008, we have cut the budget every year. State 
agencies have been stretched thin. There are fewer inspectors, inspecting more 
permitees. There are fewer case workers, handling more cases. There are fewer 
police in DNR protecting the Chesapeake Bay and our parks and forests. 

Every year we say bravely that we will do more with less. The truth is that we will do 
less with less. 

It is a fact of life, and in the Office of the Attorney General, we will deploy the 
resources that we have strategically. We will work with our partners at the local 
level, our states attorneys, police and sheriffs. At the federal level with US Attorney 
Rod Rosenstein, the Environmental Protection Agency and other federal departments. 
We will work with the attorneys general in our neighboring states and around the 
country. We will leverage those resources to keep Marylanders safe at home, in 
school, on the streets and online. To protect Maryland consumers from identity fraud 
and scams, crack down on polluters. 

In short, the Attorney General is the people's lawyer. We have a mission to provide 
justice, and we can make great things happen. 

Let me end by sharing a few words from a man who knew a little about how to use 
the law for progress -- Robert F. Kennedy, who said: 

"Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or 
strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each 
other from a million different centers of energy and daring those ripples build a 
current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance." 

I hope to use the law to harness the energy and the talent of the women and men in 
the Office of the Attorney General to send forth ripples, indeed waves, of hope, of 
justice. And to improve the lives of Marylanders, to make our state better, safer and 
more just. 

Thank you very much. 
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